silence all the airs and madrigals that whisper softness in
chambers ? The windows also, and the balconies, must be
thought on; these are shrewd books, with dangerous
frontispieces3 set to sale; who shall prohibit them, shall
twenty licensers ? The villages also must have their
visitors to enquire what lectures the bagpipe and the rebec
reads, even to the ballatry and the gamut of every munici-
pal fiddler ; for these are the countryman's Arcadias, and
his Monte Mayors.

Next, what more national corruption, for which Eng-
land hears ill abroad, than household gluttony ? Who shall
be the rectors of our daily rioting ? And what shall be
done to inhibit the multitudes that frequent those houses
where drunkenness is sold and harboured ? Our garments
also should be referred to the licensing of some more
sober work-masters, to see them cut into a less wanton
garb. Who shall regulate all the mixed conversation of our
youth, male and female together, as is the fashion of this
country ? Who shall still appoint what shall be discoursed,
what presumed, and no further ? Lastly, who shall forbid
and separate all idle resort, all evil company ? These things
will be, and must be ; but how they shall be least hurtful,
how least enticing, herein consists the grave and governing
wisdom of a state.

To sequester out of the world into Atlantic and Utopian
politics, which never can be drawn into use, will not mend
our condition; but to ordain wisely as in this world of evil,
in the midst whereof God hath placed us unavoidably.

MILTON (from Areopagitica)
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